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ABSTRACT

Mechanical mass selection for grain size, followed by two cycles of intermating among the
high grain-weight populations, was done to achieve improvement in grain yield. Forty
progenies each from five mass selected, eight populations of the firstand four of the second
intermating cycles were evaluated for plant height, number of grains/spike, 1000-grain
weight, and grain yield. Mechanical mass selection and each cycle of intermating were
effective to increase 1000-grain weight, indicating the accumulation of favourable alleles
in the segregates. There was slight improvement in number of grains/spike also in the
progenies of the first intermated populations which pushed up grain yield. However, the
second cycle of intermating was not effective in increasing grain yield due to reduction in
number of grains/spike. Correlation studies also revealed the usefulness of one cycle of
intermating for improving grain yield. Therefore, it is proposed to practice only one cycle
of intermating to achieve optimum expression of yield components.
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Grain weight and grain number are two major components of grain yield in cereals.
Besides, grain weight has also been reported to be associated with various abiotic stresses
caused by heat, drought and salt [1]. The inheritance of grain weight has been reported
mainly through additive genes and manifestation of heterosis for this trait mainly due to
dispersion of favourable alleles among the parents [2]. Consequently, mechanical mass
selection for grain size has been found effective to increase grain weight as well as grain
yield [3-5]. Progenies having 1000-grain weight up to 65 g have been isolated but gains in
grain weight beyond 48 g have not been reflected in corresponding increase in grain yield
[4]. In such situations, intermating among individuals of different populations has been
advocated to break undesirable linkages as well as assemblage of favourable alleles in
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segregating populations [6]. Keeping this in view, intermating among individuals having
high grain weight of heterogeneous populations was initiated to raise the selection limit of
grain weight without adversely affecting grain number and ultimately grain yield.

MATERIALS AND METHODS

Five high grain weight heterogeneous populations, obtained after three cycles of
mechanical mass selection through sieving for grain size in the crosses UP 368 x Shailja,
WH 157 x B 1858, WL 711 x CPAN 1315, WH 157 x WH 129 and UP 368 x WC 457, were used
as parental populations. The selected populations from each cross were used as parents for
further crosses. In the first intermating cycle, all the 10 possible crosses were attempted
between these five populations involving 20 plants from each population of a cross. The F2
population of two crosses, namely, UP 368 - Shailja x WH 157-WH 129 and WH 157-B 1858
x UP 368-WC 457 were dropped due to the presence of necrosis. The second intermating
cycle was started by involving bold grain F2 segregates of the first intermating in the
following combinations: (UP 368-Shailja x WH 157-B 1858) x (WL 711-CPAN 1315 x WH
UP 368-WC 457), (UP 368-Shailja x WL 711-CPAN 1315) x (WH 157-B 1858 x WH 157-129),
(UP 368-Shailja x UP 368-WC 457) x (WL 711-CPAN 1315 x WH 157-WH 129) and (WH
157-B 1858 x WL 711-CPAN 1315) x (WH 157-WH 129 x UP 368-WC 457). Forty
progenies from each of the parental, first and second intermating cycles were raised in
compact family block design with three replications and observations were recorded on four
quantitative traits. Plot means were used for analysis. Genotypic and phenotypic
coefficients of variation, correlations, heritability and genetic advance were calculated
as per [7].

RESULTS AND DISCUSSION

The progenies of five parental populations used in the present study recorded an
increase in grain weight over the parents involved in the crosses. The upper limit of the
range of progenies of the five crosses surpassed the grain weight of the high-grain parents
involved in a particular cross (Table 1). The mechanical mass selection increased the
frequency of progenies with high grain weight, pushing upward the progeny means of a
particular cross {4]. Bhatt and Derera [3] and Singh et al. [5] also observed increase in grain
weight of the F3 progenies isolated from mechanically mass selected F2 populations. The
mean plant height and grain yield also increased but there was no conspicuous increase or
decrease in the number of grains/spike among the progenies of different crosses. The
correlation studies indicated that grain weight was positively correlated with plant height
(r = 0.61) and grain yield (r = 0.36) but there was no correlation between grain weight and
number of grains/spike. Thus, an increase in grain weight caused positive correlated
responses for plant height and grain yield. Similar correlated responses were reported
earlier [3, 4]. The magnitude of phenotypic coefficient of variability (PCV) was higher than
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Table1. Mean, range, GCV, PCV, heritability (h% and genetic advance (GA) among progenies of mass
selected and intermated populations for four quantitative traits in wheat

Character Mean Range GCV  PCV h? GA
Plant height:
UP 368-Shailja 131421265 111.67-14333 549 653 7074 1251
WH 157-B 1858 12923+1.76  111.67-146.67 847 880 9255 21.66
WL 711-CPAN 1315 13568+194  105.67-155.00 10.26 1056 94.37 27.86
WL 157-WH 129 111.33+176  103.33-113.33 669 724 8532 1416
UP 368-WC 457 140.55+235  132.67-15267 289 412 4917 586
UP 368-Shailja x WH 157-B 1858 123.63+266  104.67-153.33 1332 1384 9257 3263
UP 368-Shailja x WL 711-CPAN 1315 13236 +3.01 114.67-14833 596 7.17 69.07 1350
UP 368-Shailja x WH 157-WH 129 128.72+235  105.00-150.00 930 984 8944 2333
UP 368-Shailja x UP 368-WC 457 12853+331  11037-14333 589 743 6301 1239
WH 157-B 1858 x WL 711-CPAN 1315 129.31+287  101.67-146.67 8.04 893 8099 19.28
WH 157-B 1858 x WH 157-WH 129 129.86 +2.66  100.00-150.67 11.18 1174 90.63 28.46
WL 711-CPAN 1315 x WH 157-WH 129 13509+374 101.33-170.00 1197 1292 8592 30.88
WL 711-CPAN 1315 x UP 368-WC 457 13587 +4.78  116.67-150.00 5.83 849 47.16 1121
WH 157-WH 129 x UP 368-WC 457 130.16 +5.39  110.00-155.00 7.06 10.13 48.66 13.21
(UP 368-Shailja x WH 157-B 1858) x
(WL 711-CPAN 1315 x UP 368-WC 457) 12895+554  108.33-150.00 658 10.01 4325 11.49
(UP 368-Shailija x WL 711-CPAN 1315) x
(WH 157-B 1858 x WH 157-WH 129) 133.01 £+ 425  111.67-15167 815 989 67.84 1839
(UP 368-Shailja x UP 368-WC 457) x
(WL 711-CPAN 1315 x WH 157-WH 129) 125.60 +4.30  110.00-146.67 810 10.09 6453 16.84
(WH 157-B 1858 x UP 711-CPAN 1315) x
(WH 157-WH 129 x UP 368-WC 457) 135.69 +5.28 96.67-152.33 755 10.17 55.06 15.66
Number of 'grains/spike:
UP 368-Shailja 36.32+1.46 27.83-61.90 1766 19.02 86.18 12.26
WH 157-B 1858 4448 +1.20 28.83-64.83 1953 2010 9441 1739
WL 711-CPAN 1315 47.88 +1.03 29.50-76.00  25.04 2532 97.78 2442
WH 157-WH 129 44.28 +1.37 22.70-67.17 2624 2679 9590 2344
UP 368-WC 457 49.45+137 28.00-75.17 2621 2665 96.68 26.25
UP 368-Shailja x WH 157-B 1858 44.78 +1.27 3533-61.50 1679 1751 09194 14.85

(Contd.)
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Table1 (contd.)

Character Mean Range GCV PCV h? GA
UP 368-Shailja x WL 711-CPAN 1315 47.57 +1.83 4133-5717 1461 16.09 8239 1299
UP 368-Shailja x WH 157-WH 129 43.26 +.1.67 2753-61.93 2231 2332 9153 19.09
UP 368-Shailja x UP 368-WC 457 46.66 +1.85 3257-80.67 19.88 21.07 89.05 18.03
WH 157-B 1858 x WL 711-CPAN 1315 4186 +2.20 28.20-61.30  20.10 2212 8257 15.75
WH 157-B 1858 x WH 157-WH 129 4457 +2.25 26.17-73.73 2208 2379 86.10 18.81
WL 711-CPAN 1315 x WH 157-WH 129 46.76 +2.47 29.60-78.97 2328 2505 8631 20.83
WL 711-CPAN 1315 x UP 368-WC 457 4244 +252 2840-6217 1771 2054 7434 1335
WH 157-WH 129 x UP 368-WC 457 46.69 +4.63 34.07-79.23 2035 2676 57.83 14.89
(UP 368-Shailja x WH 157-B 1858) x

WL 711-CPAN 1315 x UP 368-WC 457) 37.02+3.83 28.73-4880 1199 21.77 3036 5.04
(UP 368-Shailja x WL 711-CPAN 1315) x

(WH 157-B 1858 x WH 157-WH 129) 39.17 +3.26 26.33-6450 13.04 1959 4430 7.00

(UP 368-Shailja x UP 368-WC 457) x
(WL 711-CPAN 1315 x WH 157-WH 129) 44.16 +3.50 28506473 1609 2128 5720 11.07

(WH 157-B 1858 x WL 711-CPAN 1315) x

(WH 157-WH 129 x UP 368-WC 457) 34.48 + 3.60 17.57-4733 1596 2429 4318 745
1000-grain weight: ’
UP 368-Shailja 46.13+1.20 39.67-51.17 577 736 6149 430
WH 157-B 1858 50.70 +1.16 41.00-59.50 787 883 7942 733
WL 711-CPAN 1315 46.36 +0.99 38.17-52.67 693 787 7753 583
WH 157-WH 129 44.19 +1.37 39.83-57.67 945 1091 7503 745
UP 368-WC 457 46.40 +1.40 42.33-55.33 663 849 6091 494
UP 368-Shailja x WH 157-B 1858 5048 +111 39.17-57.50 766 858 7972 711
UP 368-Shailja x WL 711-CPAN 1315 55.62 + 147 52.33-58.67 199 505 1569 091
UP 368-Shailja x WH 157-WH 129 50.01+1.77 37.67-57.33 955 1139 7034 825
UP 368-Shailja x UP 368-WC 457 49.10 + 1.67 44.00-54.17 360 696 2680 1.89
WH 157-B 1858 x WL 711-CPAN 1315 50.54 + 1.67 39.83-56.67 622 850 5359 474
WH 157--B 1858 x WH 157-WH 129 52.36 +1.50 36.93-65.17 1152 1257 84.02 1139
WL 711-CPAN 1315 x WH 157-WH 129 50.42+1.71 39.17-55.63 712 927 5890 5.67
WL 711-CPAN 1315 x UP 368-WC 457 49.22+2.39 39.17-58.67 602 1044 3321 352

(Contd.)
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Table1 (contd.)

Character Mean Range GCV PCV  h GA
WH 157-WH 129 x UP 368-WC 457 48.92+1.82 | 4263-5540 577 871 4391 385
(UP 368-Shailja x WH 157-B 1858) x

(WL 711-CPAN 1315 x UP 368-WC 457) 53.82 +1.32 48.00-60.83 567 711 6348 5.00
(UP 368-Shailja x WL 711-CPAN 1315) x

(WH 157-B 1858 x WH 157-WH 129) 52.93 +1.57 47.67-58.33 335 619 2937 198

(UP 368-Shailja x UP 368-WC 457) x
(WL 711-CPAN 1315 x WH 157-WH 129) 51.58 +1.58 44.17-58.17 628 828 5762 507

(WH 157-B 1858 x WL 711-CPAN 1315) x

(WH 157-WH 129 x UP 368-WC 457) 53.23 +1.79 45.33-60.33 550 8.06 4662 412
Grain yield:
UP 368-Shailja 111.84 + 1.34 79.67-14200 1622 16.35 9834 37.07
WH 157-B 1858 103.34 +1.11 65.00-164.00 2226 2234 9929 4723
WL 711-CPAN 1315 12753 +1.32 91.67-177.67 1749 1759 9893 45.71
WH 157-WH 129 117.87 £ 2.10 67.00-161.67 16.19 1649 9642 38.60
UP 368-WC 457 100.87 +1.23 52.67-143.00 18.12 1825 98.62 37.39
UP 368-Shailja x WH 157-B 1858 110.90 + 242 70.33-156.33 1821 18,61 9578 40.72
UP 368-Shailja x WL 711-CPAN 1315 122.03 + 2.80 61.67-210.00 28.13 2842 9799 70.01
UP 368-Shailja x WH 157-WH 129 ' 107.57 +1.97 65.67-140.00 24.76 2497 9834 5441
UP 368-Shailja x UP 368-WC 457 111.63+2.34 72.33-166.00 2177 2214 9668 44.80
WH 157-B 1858 x WL 711-CPAN 1315 11693 +2.95 75.00-160.33 1646 17.05 9325 38.29
WH 157-B 1858 x WH 157-WH 129 106.62 + 3.27 65.00~175.00 2859 29.10 9657 61.71
WL 711-CPAN 1315 x WH 157-WH 129 106.63 +3.46 81.33-156.67 15.84 16.83 8858 3274
WL 711-CPAN 1315 x UP 368-WC 457 119.13 +5.92 93.33-165.67 1697 19.07 79.13 37.04
WH 157-WH 129 x UP 368-WC 457 97.18 + 6.32 52.33-143.00 2022 2322 ‘7587 3527

(UP 368-Shailja x WH 157-B 1858) x
(WL 711-CPAN 1315 x UP 368-WC 457) 107.92 + 6.74 34.33-148.33 19.62 2227 77.68 3845

(UP 368-Shailja x WL 711-CPAN 1315) x
(WH 157-B 1858 x WH 157-WH 129) 108.82 +4.51 75.00-151.67 1842 19.80 8652 3841

(UP 368-Shailja x UP 368-WC 457) x
(WL 711-CPAN 1315 x WH 157-WH 129) 107.90 - 8.08 65.00-163.00 17.69 2204 6446 3158

(WH 157-B 1858 x WL 711-CPAN 1315) x
(WH 157-WH 129 x UP 368-WC 457) 88.50 + 6.38 42.33-129.00 2353 2671 7761 37.79
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the genotypic coefficient of variability (GCV) for all the four characters in all populations.
The progenies of WH 157-WH 129 population exhibited the highest, while the progenies of
UP 368-Shailja showed the lowest variability for grain weight. For grain yield, the progenies
of WH 157-B 1858 and for grains/spike the progenies of WL 711-CPAN 1315, WH
157-WH 129, and UP 368-WC 457 showed high variability. High heritability estimates were
obtained for number of grains/spike and grain yield and medium for plant height and grain
weight.

In the first intermating cycle, the mean grain weight improved in the progenies of all
the eight populations (Table 1) but the mean number of grains/spike and grain yield were
within the range of the parental populations involved in a particular cross. However, some
progenies in the crosses UP 368-Shailja x WL 711-CPAN 1315, UP 368-Shailja x UP 368-
WC 457, and WH 157-B 1858 x WH 157-WH 129 surpassed the upper limits of the range of
parents involved in these crosses. The grain yield in the progenies of these crosses increased
due to improvement in the lower or upper limits of the range, or both, in respect of
grains/spike and grain weight. This indicates that there was accumulation of favourable
alleles for grain weight and grain yield, resulting in the better performance of the progenies
with respect to these traits. Balyan and Verma [8], Srivastava et al. [9] and Pawar et al. [10]
obtained improvement in the progenies selected from the intermated populations for grain
yield and its components.

The magnitude of correlation (r = 0.60) between grain weight and grain yield was almost
doubled in the progenies of the cross WH 157-B 1858 x UP 368-Shailja in comparison to the
parental populations. The association between plant height and grain weight was almost of
the same magnitude (r = 0.41) as in the parental population (Table 2). The coefficient of
variability increased in the progenies of two crosses (WH 157-B 1858 x WH 157-WH 129
and WL 711-CPAN 1315 x UP 368-WC 457) for grain weight; in four crosses (UP 368-Shailja
x WL 711-CPAN 1315, UP 368-Shailja x UP 368-WC 457, WH 157-B 1858 x WH 157-WH
129, and WH 157-WH 129 x UP 368-WC 457) for grain yield; and in five crosses
(UP 368-Shailia x WH 157-B 1858, UP 368-Shailja x UP 358-WC 457, WH 157-B 1858 x
WH 157-WH 129, WL 711-CPAN 1315 x WH 157-WH 129, and WH 157-WH 129 x UP 368-
WC 457) for plant height. However, variability decreased in the progenies of all the eight
populations for number of grains/spike in comparison with the parental populations
involved in different crosses, which indicates that number of grains/spike had opposite
trend. Grain yield and number of grains/spike were highly heritable in the progenies of all
the populations except those of WL 711-CPAN 1315 x UP 368-WC 457 and WH 157-
WH 129 x UP 368-WC 457 (Table 1). However, unlike parental progenies, a uniform pattern
of heritability estimates was not observed for plant height and grain weight in all the crosses
and low to high heritability estimates among the progenies of different crosses were
observed. Contrary to the findings of Yunus and Paroda [11], the heritability estimates did
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Table2. Range of genotypic correlation (above diagonal) and significant phenotypic correlation coefficients
(below diagonal) among parental and intermated progenies of different populations for four

quantitative traits in wheat
|

Character Population Plant height Grains/spike 1000-grainwt.  Grain yield
Plant height Parental — -0.31-0.08 0.001-0.74 0.05-0.20
lintermating — -0.16-0.29 -005-061  -0.09-0.42
Ilintermating — -0.35-0.29 -0.01-0.41 -0.12-0.24
Grains/spike Parental -0.30" — -025-005  -0.03-043
Lintermating — — - 0.56-0.19 0.01-0.42
Hintermating — — -0.54-0.30 0.09-0.61
1000-grain wt. Parental 0.617/0.29’ — — -0.14-0.41
Lintermating 04177031 — — -0.29-0.67
Il intermating 031" -041" — ~0.20-0.47
Grain yield Parental — 0.42" 0.36" —
Tintermating 0.36 /0.30" 0.397/031/029° 060" —
Tintermating — 0.36 /0.35" 0.28" —

""Significant at 5% and 1% levels, respectively.

not improve in the progenies of the intermated populations for all the traits. The genetic
gains improved over the parental populations in two crosses (UP 368-Shailja x WH 157-B
1858 and WH 157-B 1858 x WH 157-WH 129) for grain weight; in two crosses
(UP 368-Shailja x WL 711-CPAN 1315 and WH 157-B 1858 x WH 157-WH 129) for grain
yield; and in three crosses (UP 368-Shailja x WH 157-B 1858, WH 157-B 1858 x WH 157~
WH 129 and WL 711-CPAN 1315 x WH 157-WH 129) for plant height. The high genetic
gains for grain yield were associated with high gains for grains/spike. The gains for grain
weight were relatively poor in most crosses.

The mean performance of the progenies of various populations from the second
intermating cycle decreased for plant height, number of grains/spike, and grain yield in
comparison to the parental and first intermated populations (Table 1). However, for grain
weight, an improvement in the mean performance was obtained in all the four populations,
which was due to a rise in the lower limit of the range. Thus, the increase in grain weight
after the second cycle of intermating was not reflected in increased grain yield. This was
mainly attributed to reduction in the number of grains/spike. The correlation
coefficient (r = 0.28) between grain weight and grain yield in the progenies of second
intermating decreased as compared to that of first intermating, while correlations of grain
yield and number of grains/spike were of the similar magnitude after the first and second
cycles of intermating. The negative association between number of grains/spike and
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grain weight (r = ~0.41) among the progenies of second intermating was of higher
magnitude than in the progenies of the first intermating cycle. Thus, due to antagonistic
relationship between number of grains/spike and grain weight, the second intermating
cycle was not effective in increasing the grain yield. In general, the coefficient of variability
for all the four traits decreased as compared to the parental and the first intermated
population. The estimates of heritability and genetic advance for all the traits were poorer
in the second intermated populations than in the parental and first intermated
populations.

It is obvious from these results that mechanical mass selection in the parental
populations was effective in increasing the grain weight and there was corresponding
increase in grain yield but mechanical mass selection had no effect on the number of
grains/spike. The correlation studies also revealed that grain weight and grain yield were
positively correlated in the parental populations but there was no relationship between
number of grains/spike and grain weight. The improved mean performance of the
progenies of the first intermated populations for grain weight, number of grains/spike and
grain yield was due to accumulation of desirable alleles for grain weight along with some
improvement in number of grains/spike through intermating of the individual plants from
the high grain-weight populations. The mean performance of the progenies obtained after
the second intermating cycle showed slight improvement in grain weight but no
improvement in number of grains/spike and grain yield. The correlation studies also
indicated that association of grain weight and grain yield was strengthened in the first
intermating cycle but was brought down to the parental level after the second intermating .
cycle. Negative correlation between grain weight and number of grains/spike appeared
only in the progenies of second intermating which was probably due to the disruption of
the blocks of desirable genes for grain weight and number of grains/spike, resulting in
reduced grain yield. Thus, increase in grain weight without decreasing number of
grains/spike was responsible for an increase in grain yield. Correlations of similar
magnitudes among other traits in the parental as well as intermated populations indicated
that mechanical mass selection for grain weight has not altered the nature of genetic
correlations of grain number with grain yield, and plant height with grain weight. However,
the negative correlations of plant height with number of grains/spike were eliminated,
while the correlations of plant height with grain yield strengthened through intermating. It
was also observed that with increase in grain weight, there was reduction in tillering
potential (data not presented). Moreover, the maximum release of variability for grain
weight and grain yield in the first intermating cycle resulted in high gains in grain weight
and grain yield. The release of variability in second intermating cycle for number of
grains/spike, grain weight and grain yield was considerably reduced. Thus, mechanical
mass selection for grain size should be practised for improvement of grain yield and only
one cycle of intermating between high grain-weight segregates would be desirable to
improve grain yield and its components. Two populations, namely, UP 368-Shailja x
WL 711-CPAN 1315 and WH 157-B 1858 x WH 157-WH 129 of the first intermating cycle
may be exploited for isolating productive progenies.
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