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Ochlandra travancorica (Bedd.) Benth. ex Gamble is
an erect, shrubby, gregarious reed bamboo, growing
in Western Ghats of india above 609 m. It is economically
very important and the culms are largely used for mats,
baskets and for constructing huts by hillmen. The leaves
are used for thatching and also as elephant fodder.
Besides, it is widely used for paper making [1].

Breeding system of this species was studied by
Venkatesh [2] and concluded that like other bamboos
and grasses generally, this species is also typically
anemophilous. He also pointed out that seed derived
from wild populations of this bamboo arising after
gregarious flowering shows considerable genetic
variability due to out breeding.

Occurrence of albino seedlings has been reported
in many forest tree species viz., Eucalyptus grandis [3]
E. nitens [4], Bombax [5] Gmelina arborea [5]
Pterocarpus santalinus [7], Calocedrus formosana, [8],
Populus [9], Elaeis guineensis [10], Dandrocalamus
strictus [11, 12], Bambusa bambos [13], Melocanna
baccifera [14] and Artocarpus hirsuta [15]. Albino
seedlings are produced either by selfing of an albino
carrier or by mating of two albino carriers or by
mutations. However, under natural conditions, the
frequency of such albinos will vary depending on the
extent of selfing or mating of albino carriers and are
generally lethal. This paper reports the occurrence of
albino seedlings in Ochlandra travancorica which has
not so far been reported.

Seeds were collected from Nanattupara in Ranni
Division of Kerala State during May 2000. Seeds were
sown horizontally in a shaded nursery bed, at KFRI,
Peechi. Watering was done regularly twice in a day
and germinating seediings were counted daily.

Germination was characteristic as in other
monocots and commenced after 10 days of sowing.
Of the 2265 germinated seeds, 22 (0.97%) were albino

seedlings. In another experiment, of the 80 seeds sown,
three (3.75%) developed in to an albino seedling.
Usually germinating seedlings of this species are green
in colour while the reported albinos are white in colour.
The albinos survived up to 30 days after potting. The
albinos were potted in transparent polybags of size
22.5 x 17.5 cm filled with soil together with the normal
green seedling and maintained in the shaded nursery.

As albinism is governed by single recessive gene
and the trait is expressed only when it is in homozygous
recessive condition, this may be the result of inbreeding
or by mating of two albino carriers.
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